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THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE 

LESSON 21 
LIMITED ATONEMENT EXPLAINED 

Limited Atonement Defined 

Westminster Confession of Faith- Chapter 11 “Of Justification”   

IV. God did, from all eternity, decree to justify all the elect, and Christ did, in the 
fullness of time, die for their sins, and rise again for their justification: 
nevertheless, they are not justified, until the Holy Spirit does, in due time, actually 
apply Christ unto them. 

 

 

Limited Atonement Supported 

1. Limited atonement ________________________________________________  

There are many verses relating to the atonement that use particular language and 
Calvinists believe these verses make clear the saving intention of Christ, which 
was to make atonement for His people. 

- Jesus died for the “church/God’s people” 
o Matthew 1:21 
o John 10:2-5, 11, 14-15, 26-27  
o Acts 20:28 
o Romans 5:8; 8:32-34 
o 2 Corinthians 5:21 
o Galatians 1:3-4 
o Ephesians 5:25-27 
o Colossians 1:12-14  
o Titus 2:14 
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o 1 Peter 2:24 
o Revelation 5:9 

- Jesus died for “many” 
o Isaiah 53:8, 11-12 
o Matthew 20:28/Mark 10:45 
o Matthew 26:28 
o Hebrews 9:28 

 
 
 

2. Limited atonement ________________________________________________ 

Calvinists indeed limit the extent of the atonement.  But in doing so they secure 
an atonement that actually atones.  Calvinists therefore see an unlimited 
atonement in its power and efficacy.  They take the language of the atonement to 
its fullest and this becomes one of the main arguments for an atonement limited 
in extent.   

 

 

 

3. Limited atonement ________________________________________________ 

Why did God provide the atonement through His Son?  The answer is His love, like 
John 3:16 says.  But note, the Father does not love people because Jesus died for 
them.  Rather Jesus died for His people because the Father loved them.  God’s 
love is an eternal love, an electing love, and an atoning love, and that special love 
is limited to the bride of Christ (Eph 5:25). 
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4. Limited atonement ________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Limited atonement ________________________________________________ 

John 17 is regarded as Christ’s high priestly prayer, taking place on the night 
before His death.  And there He very explicitly intercedes not on behalf of the 
world, but only on behalf of the elect, God’s people (Jn 17:9).  In addition, 
Romans 8:33-34 connects Christ’s sacrifice for us, the elect, with Christ’s 
intercessory work.  From this Calvinists would argue that the extent of Christ’s 
intercession is the same as the extent of His sacrifice, namely for the elect only.  
Just as He intercedes for His people only, so He sacrificed Himself for His people 
only. 

 
 
 

 

 


