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THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE 

LESSON 23 

PREVENIENT GRACE 

Pelagian and Semi-Pelagian Grace 

 

 

 

 

Arminian Grace/Prevenient Grace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remonstrance Article III — That man has not saving grace of himself, nor of the energy of his 

free will, inasmuch as he, in the state of apostasy and sin, can of and by himself neither think, 

will, nor do anything that is truly good (such as having faith eminently is); but that it is needful 

that he be born again of God in Christ, through his Holy Spirit, and renewed in understanding, 

inclination, or will, and all his powers, in order that he may rightly understand, think, will, and 

effect what is truly good, according to the word of Christ, John xv. 5: "Without me ye can do 

nothing." 

Remonstrance Article IV — That this grace of God is the beginning, continuance, and 

accomplishment of a good, even to this extent, that the regenerate man himself, without that 

prevenient or assisting, awakening, following, and co-operative grace, can neither think, will, 

nor do good, nor withstand any temptations to evil; so that all good deeds or movements, that 

can be conceived, must be ascribed to the grace of God in Christ. But, as respects the mode of 

the operation of this grace, it is not irresistible, in as much as it is written concerning many that 

they have resisted the Holy Ghost,—Acts vii, and elsewhere in many places. 
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Prevenient Grace Rejected   

Look at some of the following verses which Arminians might use to support 

prevenient grace.  But notice how no mention is made of such prevenient grace 

and how all of these verses are merely teaching the necessity of faith, something 

which Calvinists believe.   

- John 1:12 

- John 3:16-21 

- John 3:36 

- John 5:40 

- John 8:45 

- John 12:32 

- John 16:8 

- Acts 7:51 

- Titus 2:11 

 

 

Recap of man’s present fallen condition (even after the atonement): 

- Man is still spiritually dead 

o Ephesians 2:1-3, 5 

o Colossians 2:13 

- Man is still blind to the truth 

o 1 Corinthians 2:14 

o 2 Corinthians 4:4 

o Ephesians 4:17-19 

- Man is still enslaved to sin and Satan 

o John 8:34 

o Romans 6:16-20; 7:25 

o 2 Timothy 2:25-26 

- Man is still a rebel and hater of God 

o John 3:20 

o Romans 3:11-12 


